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  Fall sports teams were active last week as we reached the midway point of 

September.   

GIRLS TENNIS 

  Lynn Miller’s girls’ tennis team won 2 of 5 matches last week, staying 

competitive on the courts.    

Middletown 3, James Buchanan 2 

  On Monday at home the Blue Raiders claimed a tight, 3-2 victory over visiting 

James Buchanan.  The game was decided in the second doubles match when Jess 

Matincheck and Gabi O’Donnell defeated Jenna Wible and Sarah Hunt 6-1, 6-2.  

Prior to that, number one singles player Lena Emigh defeated Haley Harbold 5-7, 

6-2, 6-3 to start the Middletown team off with a win.  In number 2 singles 

Middletown’s Katie Yoder won over Ali Lynch when Lynch retired following a 2-

1 lead by Yoder.  The Rockets picked up a win when Middletown’s Ashley 

Brittelli fell 6-2, 6-1. And the Rockets tied the match in number 1 doubles by a 6-2, 

6-3 decision over the Raiders’ Ella Sheaffer and Meghan Simonies.  Matincheck 

and O’Donnell then secured the Middletown victory in their doubles set.  

Bishop McDevitt 3, Middletown 2 

  On Wednesday the Blue Raiders fell to the Bishop McDevitt Crusaders by a 3-2 

score.  Winners for the Middletown team were Yoder with 6-4 and 6-3 sets in 

number 2 singles, and the Sheaffer/Simonies doubles team with sets of 6-3, 5-7 and 

6-4 in the first doubles match.  McDevitt won singles matches against Emigh and 

Brittelli and the deciding doubles set against Matincheck and O’Donnell.  

Trinity 5, Middletown 0 

  Trinity shut out the Blue Raiders 5-0 on Thursday, sweeping all five sets at 

Middletown.  Emigh won 1 of 3 sets (7-5, 2-6, 6-1) while Yoder and Brittelli put 

up good sets in their matches before falling.   

Middletown 3, Susquehanna Township 2 

  The Blue Raiders bounced back with a 3 to 2 victory over the Indians on Friday.  

Emigh defeated Jaimarie Hiraldo 6-0, 6-1 in the opening singles set, Yoder 



followed with 6-3, 6-3 decisions over Jayla McClean, and Brittelli was victorious 

over Taylor Timble 6-0, 6-0 to ensure the team victory early.  The two doubles 

teams fell to Susquehanna but Sheaffer and Simonies put up a good fight before 

falling 6-4, 4-6, 6-4.   

VOLLEYBALL 

  Lisa Huber’s girls’ volleyball team had a good week, winning both games by 3-0 

shutouts.   

Middletown 3, Bishop McDevitt 0 

  On Tuesday, September 13 at McDevitt the Blue Raiders swept the host 

Crusaders in three straight sets with scores of 25-5, 25-10 and 25-18.  Lily 

Bannister again led the way with 6 kills and 8 aces.  Addie Huber continued her 

torrid assist numbers with 14 and also added 3 kills and 2 aces.  Christine Miller 

recorded 5 kills and 1 ace, Maddie Fox had 5 kills and Lena Jones had 4 kills and 2 

blocks for the winners.   

Middletown 3, Central Dauphin East 0 

  The Blue Raiders also swept the visiting Panthers in 3 straight sets on Thursday.  

Bannister and Huber led the sweep with big numbers and other players also got 

into the book with top performances.  Bannister had 9 kills and 2 aces and Huber 

had 5 kills, 18 assists and 4 aces.  Also putting up noticeable numbers were Kaley 

Hileman with 3 kills, 6 assists and 3 aces, Ellie LeKites with 5 kills, Jones with 4 

kills and Morgan Flaig with 4 aces.   

Girls Soccer 

  Coach Tim Neff reported that his team had suffered a 3-0 loss at Trinity on 

September 13, but had bounced back with a tight, 1-0 victory against Susquehanna 

Township on Thursday, September 15. 

Trinity 3, Middletown 0 

  The Raiders suffered just their second loss of the season at Trinity.  The 

Shamrocks scored halfway through the first half for a 1-0 lead and that score held 

up until the halfway point of the second half when the hosts scored again. The 

Raiders fought hard but could not break the ice.  A corner kick with 15 minutes left 

closed of the scoring and secured the win for Trinity. Goalkeeper Cadence Lines 

recorded 8 saves in the loss.   



Middletown 1, Susquehanna Township 0 

  The Blue Raiders got right back into the winning side with the close, 1-0 victory 

over visiting Susquehanna on Thursday.  Jayla Koser scored off a Julia Hughes 

assist with just under 15 minutes left in the first half.  “Despite numerous chances 

throughout the rest of the game, that was the only goal the Raiders could score,” 

Neff said.  With the win the Blue Raiders improved to 4-2-1 on the season.   

BOYS SOCCER 

  Brian Keyser’s soccer team started off the week with a disappointing loss at 

Kennard-Dale, but came right back with a pair of victories over Trinity and 

Susquehanna Township.  

Kennard-Dale 4, Middletown 0 

  According to Keyser, Kennard-Dale had a very good team and, despite the loss, 

he thought it was still a good learning experience for his team.  “We just didn’t 

react well to the conditions of the day,” he said.  Goalkeeper Jordan Miller had 7 

saves in the loss.   

Middletown 2, Trinity 0 

The Blue Raiders scored one goal in the first half and one in the second and the 

defense (Jordan Miller 9 saves) shut out their guests in the exciting 2-0 victory.  

“We knew they had some weaknesses in the backfield and were sure we could 

expose that,” Keyser said following the win.  Landon Keyser scored the first goal 

unassisted at 17:57 of the first half.  Bailey Snyder scored the other off a Timmy 

Moore assist at the 62:30 mark to seal the deal.  The win lifted the Raiders to a 3-0 

conference record (3-1) overall.   

Middletown 2, Susquehanna Township 0 

  The Middletown team scored another 2-0 victory, this one at Susquehanna 

Township on Thursday, September 15.  Landon Keyser had another goal, this one 

on a penalty kick at 20:39.  Tyson Leach had the other one off a Keyser assist at 

the 37:39 mark.  The Raiders outshot the Indians 7-6 and Miller was solid in goal, 

stopping all 6 shots he faced.  The win moved the Blue Raiders to 4-0 in the 

conference.   

  “On a grass field where Middletown has had trouble in the past, the Blue Raiders 

came out strong, building off the momentum of their win over Ttinity,” coach 



Keyser said.  While trying to take a shot off an Adrian Delgado pass, Keyser was 

brought down in the box, resulting in the penalty kick.  Keyser converted, blasting 

the shot past the Indian goalkeeper for his fourth goal of the season.  Just a couple 

minutes prior to halftime Keyser set up teammate Tyson Leach who drilled a hard 

shot past the goalie for a 2-0 lead for the visiting Blue Raiders.  A scoreless second 

half was preserved by both defenses.  “Our defense was fantastic all day. I love the 

way they are communicating right now,” coach Keyser said.   

GOLF 

  Charlie Bowen’s golf team is having one of the best years in the history of 

Middletown golf and the Blue Raiders are sitting in second place right behind 

leader Boiling Springs in the Mid Penn Capital Division standings with a team 

average score of 355.3.  The Bubblers own a 348.0 team average.   

  In a recent Captial Division match the Blue Raiders finished in first place with a 

344 average, edging the Bubblers by one stroke.  That final card reading showed 

Will Fullmer medaling with a 79 while Boiling Springs’ leader Nathan Harbst 

finished with an 81.  Other Middletown golfers were:  Sam Miller with an 83, 

Murphy Hughes with a 92, R.J. Gombac with a 94 and Kaden Hileman with a 90.  

Noland Sessa shot a 107, missing a top five team spot.   

  Behind the Blue Raiders and Bubblers were Trinity with a 353, Camp Hill with a 

345, East Pennsboro with a 374, C. D. East with a 376 and Susquehanna Township 

with a 472.  The Middletown victory lifted the Blue Raiders up to an impressive 

25-5 overall record.    

 


